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At this time out here in the south-
west, we are experiencing the worst
drought that I can remember. It il-
lustrates the importance of having
a strong organization such as the
North Dakota Grain Growers Asso-
ciation (NDGGA) working for you
to minimize the impact

North Dakota Grain Growers Asso-
ciation and the North Dakota Barley
Council are strongly committed to
making sure that this is a top prior-
ity in the coming year. We are proud
to say that this was the only crop in-
surance legislation that was passed
in the new farm bill.

Furthering the acceptance and new
technology advances of biotech
wheat is just one of the programs
NDGGA is working on. Wheat
needs to stay competitive in the
world of Round-Up Ready Soy-
beans and Sugarbeets and biotech-
nology is just one of the many av-
enues NDGGA is looking into.

As wheat harvest winds down in
the northern plains the effects of
the 2008 drought in western North
Dakota are becoming painfully
evident. Along with these effects
come issues related to crop insur-
ance and the timely settlement of

claims for producers.
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our current crop year.
Working with our na-
tional organization,
the National Association of Wheat
Growers (NAWG), we were able to
hold on to most of our direct pay-
ments, the most reliable supplement
for small grain producers.

A crop insurance program known as
508H has the opportunity to create
better crop insurance products. The

farm bill”

situations. This causes
an unintended conse-
guence in crop insur-
ance; namely lost opportunity cost
for producers.

Production costs are at historical
records; holding up crop insurance
claims because of artificially low
USDA-RMA audit trigger nega-
tively impacts producers who are
already suffering from the effects



NORTH DAKOTA

T

of a lost crop. To address this is-
sue the NDGGA has teamed up with
NAWG, the North Dakota Farm
Bureau, Farm Credit Services and
the North Dakota Barley Council
contacted Ag Secretary Schafer and
USDA-RMA Administrator Eldon
Gould in hopes of finding relief
from this paperwork dilemma.

To hear more about this effort and
the recent trip we took to meet with
key decision makers; turn to the
back page.

For growers with a good crop, have
a safe harvest and good luck with
the weather.

For up to the date
information about what

NDGGA is working on,
log on to
www.ndgga.com

The Company You Keep®
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Long-Term Care Insurance from

New York Life Insurance Company
51 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10010

Make it partof your plan
New York Life Insurance Company’s LTCSelect Premier
may help protect your savings from the potentially
high costs of long-term care.

For cost and details contact New York Life agent:

Jean Wilhelmi & Joan Bengs
701-237-4311

2000 44th ST S, STE 501, Fargo, ND 58103
iwilhelmi@ft.newyorklife.com
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You Won't Want
To Miss This,..

DEGEMBER 10¢tH

GCANOLA € GRAIN FORUM

SAVE THE DATE for the Canola
& Grain Forum: A joint venture
and hot topic updates brought to
you by the Northern Canola Grow-
ers and the North Dakota Grain

Growers Association. The excite-
ment starts Wednesday December
10 in Minot at the Grand Interna-
tional Inn. Look for more informa-
tion in your mailbox soon!
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NDGGA is pleased to announce
that we will be partnering with New
York Life Insurance Company to
offer long-term care insurance poli-
cies to NDGGA members and their
families. A 10% discount will be ap-
plied to your long term care policy
if all underwriting requirements are
met. An additional 15% will be ap-
plied if you and your spouse qualify
for a total savings of 25%.

Long-term care insurance can be an
important part of a sound financial
and retirement plan, and all mem-

bers are encouraged to participate
in a series of insurance sales pre-
sentations to be held in the coming
weeks.

There is no obligation or require-
ment to participate in this voluntary
insurance program. | hope that each
of you will take the opportunity

to learn more about this important
issue, as it may affect many of us at
some point during our life.

Dan Wogsland
Executive Director
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Greetings NDGGA!

I hope you’re having a GREAT
year; it’s hard to believe that harvest
is upon us! Its time to bring those
bushels in! Just like you, your As-
sociation hasn’t been standing still.
The action has been non-stop, which
promises to continue through to a
very busy upcoming fall and winter
season.

Obtaining a Section 3
label for tebuconazole,
heavy involvement in
the Farm Bill debate, as
well as hosting events
such a Legislative Day at
the F-M RedHawks, the
annual  Environmental
Tour and NDGGA Golf
Tournament are but a
part of the activities your
Association has been in-
volved with in 2008. The
issues affecting you and
your operation continue
to parade down the policy highway;
NDGGA will be in the thick of the
policy debate making your voice
heard in the issues that affect you.

As we look to the future, crop in-
surance issues will take priority sta-
tus for NDGGA. In the 2008 Farm
Bill, the only crop insurance reform
in the bill was spearheaded by your
Association. The reform, called

“Improving
agricultural
policy for the
betterment of
North Dakota
producers is
the goal of
NDGGA”

NDGGA Executive Director Dan Wogsland

508h, allows for the development
of new crop insurance products by
groups like NDGGA, this results in
a “bottom up” approach to crop in-
surance product de-
velopment.

The next phase of
508h is to bring for-
ward some new and
exciting crop insur-
ance concepts for
producers. NDGGA
will be pushing to
bring these concepts
forward in an effort
to improve the risk
protection for North
Dakota producers.

Barley growers in North Dakota
are not afforded Revenue Assur-
ance coverage for malting barley;
the only barley state in the nation
like this. To remedy the situation,
NDGGA has joined with the North
Dakota Barley Council, National
Barley Growers Association, Amer-
ican Malt Barley Association and
the North Dakota Ag Department
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to push USDA-Risk Management
Agency to afford North Dakota bar-
ley growers the same Revenue As-
surance crop protection. Reports
from RMA indicate a willingness
to access the data and if possible,
make RA available for 2009.

Producer outcries over mandatory
audits of crop insurance and the *“ze-
roing out” of crop insurance claims
has put these issues on the forefront
of NDGGA’s action plan. To address
these issues, NDGGA will be travel-
ing to Washington D.C. with North
Dakota Farm Bureau and Farm
Credit Services to try and convince
decision-makers at RMA to rethink
current policy. With the higher lev-
els of crop insurance coverage avail-
able for 2008, claims exceeding the
automatic audit level of $100,000
are the norm and not the exception.
Crop insurance companies simply
do not have the manpower neces-
sary to audit these claims in a timely
fashion. This created an unaccept-
able situation and takes money from
producer’s pockets.

Speaking of disaster situations, don’t
forget to make sure that you have
signed up EVERY acreage interest
on your farm for crop insurance or
NAP coverage for 2008; in order to
qualify for the newly passed SURE
permanent disaster plan ALL AP-
PLICABLE crops, including small
hay and pasture tracts, MUST be
covered by crop insurance or NAP.

Improving agricultural policy for
the betterment of North Dakota pro-
ducers is the goal of NDGGA; that
goal begins and ends with you. It
is your involvement and your input
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which directs the policy direction
of NDGGA. The Association is as
strong as its members; take the time
to contact the NDGGA Board or
the NDGGA office regarding your
thoughts and concerns. NDGGA
belongs to you!

Happy Harvest!!

Thanks to the fo//awinﬂ
sponsors for their support...

@ Bayer CropScience
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NOGGA Environmental Tour

Education and Outreach Commu-
nication Programs are part of the
mission of the North Dakota Grain
Growers Association. An example
of this mission is the annual Envi-
ronmental Tour. The tour brings in
Environmental Protection Agency
officials from Washington and takes
them to farms and plants around
Eastern North Dakota to give them
hands-on production agriculture ex-
perience.

The Environmental Tour, also play-
fully called the E-Tour, is an outlet
for farmers and ranchers to show the
care and concern for the environ-
ment that they follow in their every-

day practices. The E-Tour has been
organized to establish a dialogue
between the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and producers focusing
on different aspects of the conserva-
tion and environmental debate.

It is the hope of NDGGA that par-
ticipants will leave with a better un-
derstanding of agriculture and rec-
ognize agriculturalists as stewards
of the land. Open communication
with past E-Tour participants has
helped tremendously when working
on issues like crop harmonization
or receiving support for the much
needed Section 3 on Tebuconazole,
better known as Folicur.
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News from the North Dakota Barley
Council
Louis Arnold, Chair

Barley harvest is nearing comple-
tion in North Dakota, with other ar-
eas of the state soon to follow. Malt
barley prices continue to exhibit
modest strength, while feed barley
prices have softened since harvest.
The following sections highlight the
current status of the barley crop.

Plantings: USDA-NASS released
the planted acreage report on June
30, 2008. Nationally, barley plant-
ings increased 2.7%, from 4,020,000
acres in 2007 to 4,130,000 acres in
2008. North Dakota growers plant-
ed 1,500,000 acres in 2008, which

Is an increase of 2% from 2007. In
general, higher wheat prices stim-
ulated a shift in acreage to more
wheat production.

Production: The July 11, 2008
crop production report released by
USDA indicates that North Dakota
growers expect to harvest 1,400,000
acres in 2008, which is an increase
of 10,000 acres from the 1,390,000
acres harvested in 2007. Yield for
2008 in North Dakota is estimated
at 50.0 bushels per acre as of August
1st, which is a decrease of 4 bushels
from the July 1st USDA estimate,
and a decrease of 6 bushels per acre
fromthe 56.0 bushel per acre yield of
2007. Production for 2008 in North
Dakota is estimated at 70,000,000
bushels, a decrease of 7,840,000
bushels from the 77,840,000 bush-
els harvested in 2007. Drought
conditions in western North Dakota
contributed in part to the lower pro-
duction levels in 2008.

« Market Conditions:  Japan con-
tinues to purchase significant quan-
tities of feed barley form the United
States. In mid April 2008, Japan
purchased 179,740 metric tons of
feed barley. The U. S. market share
was 54,740 metric tons of this pur-
chase, which is approximately 30%
of the total tender. In June 2008,
Japan purchased 82,000 metric tons
of feed barley, 22,000 tons of which
was from the United States. Again
in August, Japan has had two sepa-
rate purchases of feed barley from
the U. S. (one for 37,000 metric tons,
and another for 36,000 metric tons).
High world grain prices are stimu-
lating caution in the Japan market,
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but Japan continues to look to the U.
S. as a reliable supplier. Buyers of
malt barley contracted a significant
portion of their production needs in
2008. There will be competition
for open production between malt
and feed barley, stimulated in part
by higher corn prices and the subse-
quent substitution of barley for corn
in livestock rations.

Spot Cash Prices: Prices for feed
and malt barley have demonstrated
some variability in recent weeks.
Feed prices currently range from
approximately $3.50 to $4.00 per
bushel. Malt prices currently range
from approximately $6.00 to $6.20
per bushel. The decrease in prices
from mid-summer levels is fairly
typical, and prices could strengthen
as knowledge of crop quality and
quantity is better defined following
harvest.

«Stocks: The July 2008 USDA es-
timate of ending barley stocks de-
creased to 71 million bushels, down
from the June estimate of 79 mil-
lion bushels. On-farm stocks are
estimated at 9.95 millions bushels,
which is 32% below the estimate
one year ago (June 1, 2007). Off-
farm stocks are estimated at 58.3
million bushels, which is 7% higher
than the June 1, 2007 estimate of
one year ago.

«Crop Condition: asof August 24th,
2008, NASS estimates 81% of the
barley crop in North Dakota is har-
vested, compared to 93% harvested
at the same time in 2007. Some ar-
eas of western North Dakota were
very dry, and growers have indicated
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that some of the barley is too poor to
harvest. Eastern North Dakota has
exhibited some yield variability, but
in general growers have been pleas-
antly surprised at the yield and qual-
ity, with some growers reporting
overall average yields in the area of
80 to 85 bushels per acre. There is
some concern of sprout damage due
to rain showers in some areas.

Canadn: Acres for barley fell 17
percent from 2007, resulting 9.1
million acres in Canada in 2008.
The decrease was largely due to bet-
ter prices and profit potential from
wheat and canola.

Varieties:  North Dakota Grow-
ers planted more Tradition bar-
ley in 2008 than any other variety.
Tradition accounted fro 37.4% of
acres planted, followed by Lacey
(17.6%), Stellar-ND (10.6%), Con-
lon (10.2%), Legacy (6.3%), and
Robust (5.2%).
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Growers are guardedly optimistic
about their 2008 crop. High input
prices will require stable production
and price to secure an opportunity
for profit. Most commodities are
experiencing generally good prices
at this point in time, and thus there
is optimism for profitability for the
2008 production year.

Barley Production & Management

for Profit seminar dates and
locations are on the back page,
check for a location near you.

2008 NOGGA Goﬁ[ Tournament
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The North Dakota Grain Growers
Association along with the North
Dakota Barley Council, North Da-
kota Farmer Bureau and Farm
Credit Services recently met with
numerous groups and officials in
Washington, DC. The group went
requesting that changes be made to
certain crop insurance provisions
which are hindering producers.

Topics which were discussed in-
clude:

1. The $100,000 mandatory audit
trigger for crop insurance claims
and the resulting 3 year back audit
requirement.

2. Triggering crop insurance audits
when production exceeds 150 per-
cent from one year to the next.

3. Mechanical fires not qualifying
for crop insurance protection.

4. Insuring small hayland and forage
acreages to qualifying for the SURE
permanent disaster aid program.

“l thought the meetings were very
informative,” stated NDGGA Presi-
dent Byron Richard. “RMA was
surprised to hear from the produc-
er’s side, they rarely get feedback
from producer groups and they were
very happy to hear from us.”

Talks have begun to try and figure
out a way to qualify mechanical
fires for crop insurance. In a year
when either a chemical or mechani-
cal fire has damaged a crop, you
may be able to use your personal
t-yields or a similar production his-
tory measurement instead of taking
a loss in which was not the produc-
ers fault.

“We don’t think the crop insurance
audit system is broken, we are just
trying to fine tune it. We’re definite-
ly not opposed to the audits, we’re
just concerned with the amount of
duplicate audits that are being done.
We want to obtain accountability
for the insurance companies and the
producers.”

“l thought the meetings were very
productive but I’m hesitant, when
it happens | will believe it,” said
Doug Goehring, Vice President of
ND Farm Bureau. “They were re-
ceptive to our ideas and they would
certainly be willing to look at ad-
dressing the audit issue. They said
it has to be done through the Stan-
dard Reinsurance Agreement in the
fall of 2009 so that by the spring of
2010 it would go into effect.”

Barley Production and Management for Crofit Seminars

January 12th
Dickinson Grand Dakota Lodge
10AM
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North Dakota Grain Growers Association

4023 State St
Bismarck, N.D. 58503

January 15th
Minot Holiday Inn Riverside
8AM



